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At-risk children aided by new legislation
ENS: Marking the enactment of the Assistance for Orphans and

other Vulnerable Children Act of 2005, Presiding Bishop Frank
Griswold spoke at a press conference in November on Capitol Hill
in Washington, D.C. The law -- which was championed for the past
two years by the Episcopal Church, health organizations, student
groups and other religious bodies -- was passed unanimously by
both houses of Congress in October and signed into law by
President Bush on Nov. 1. 

"The enactment of this historic new law is a significant step for-
ward in fulfilling our nation's commitment to fighting the global
HIV/AIDS pandemic around the world and building a better future
for all God's children," Griswold said, noting that it will now be up
to Congress and the President to see that this new commitment is
fully funded and equipped with the strategies needed to meet the
Millennium Development Goals -- an eight-prong declaration that,
among its objectives, seeks to eradicate extreme poverty and
hunger, reduce child mortality and combat HIV/AIDS, malaria
and other diseases.

The new law provides -- for the first time in U.S. law -- a com-
prehensive and holistic approach to the worldwide humanitarian
crisis of orphans and vulnerable children (OVC). This includes
children who suffer from poverty, armed conflict, displacement,
trafficking, and pandemic disease such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis,
and malaria. International experts estimate that 14 million children
in Africa alone have lost one or both parents to AIDS -- a number
equivalent to every child younger than five in America -- and many
experts believe the figure could reach 25 million by the year 2010.

Griswold was joined at the press conference by the principal
Congressional champions of the new law, Reps. Barbara Lee (D-
CA), Jim McDermott (D-WA), Ileana Ros-Lehtinen (R-FL), Betty
McCollum (D-WA) and Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA); as well as
actress and U.N. goodwill ambassador Angelina Jolie; Trevor
Nielson, executive director of the Global Business Coalition for
HIV/AIDS; and the Rev. Mpho Tutu, an Episcopal priest in the
Diocese of Virginia and board chair of the Global AIDS Alliance.

"Recently this issue became very personal to me," said Jolie. "My
daughter Zahara was orphaned because of AIDS, along with one
million other children in Ethiopia." Jolie went on to describe a recent

trip to Kenya, which has increased its primary-school enrollment
rates exponentially in recent years by eliminating school fees, a key
step recommended by the new OVC law. "I've seen what a differ-
ence a caring doctor and the chance to go to school can make," she
said. "We absolutely can help these children- and we must."

Griswold also provided a firsthand description of the crisis,
recalling a trip to Uganda in which he visited the home of a fellow
bishop who had invited 60 orphans to live with him. "These chil-
dren are among the many faces of a pandemic that is destroying a
generation, destabilizing nations, and exacerbating the grave crisis
of global poverty," Griswold said, noting that more than 35 million
Anglicans live in sub-Saharan Africa, the area of the world worst
hit by the crisis.

The worldwide crisis of orphans and vulnerable children has its
roots in the global HIV/AIDS pandemic, but its effects reach far
beyond the disease itself. Orphans rarely are able to attend school
because of an inability to afford school fees or because they are
forced to support their families financially. These children are vul-
nerable to exploitation, including forced labor and physical and
sexual abuse. Moreover, many international observers consider the
orphans' crisis a security threat because children without hope are
more likely to be recruited by militias, rebel armies, and terrorists.

The new law requires the U.S. government to develop, within
180 days, a comprehensive strategy for coordinated action to meet
the needs of orphans and vulnerable children around the world. The
measure emphasizes both the immediate needs of food and medi-
cine for the most vulnerable children as well as the elimination of
school fees and other barriers to education. The intent, according to
supporters of the legislation, is to offer children what they need to
stay alive now along with means to build their lives and their com-
munities in the future. Among the areas of response called for by
the new law are community-based care and support for children;
expanded educational opportunities; food security and nutrition;
life and job-skill training; and child-health services, particularly
antiretroviral treatment for HIV-infected children.

The full text of Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold's  statement can be
found online at: http://www.episcopalchurch.org.

I was recently shocked to hear a
friend who is otherwise quite intelli-
gent and not narrow-minded or fanati-
cal say she doesn’t “believe” in evolu-
tion because she is a Christian. I don’t
see why you can’t be a Christian and
also accept evolution. I also heard
recently that a poll found that more
than 50 percent of Americans say they
do not believe in evolution. Again I am
shocked.  I don’t understand how so
many people do not accept evolution,
which I understand has an overwhelm-
ing number of facts supporting it.

To understand your friend and that
majority the poll found, I think you
have to realize that for many people
evolution equals atheism. And since
they are religious and believe in God,
evolution must be wrong, since (in
their view) the two are incompatible.

Creationists say that the theory of
evolution means that there is no God,
that the universe just happened without
there being God standing above or

behind it and
that it runs
according to
unbreakable
natural laws
without there
being any pur-
pose or mean-
ing to any-
thing. And they
point out that
having all life
develop by

(purposeless, meaningless) chance and
a completely amoral tooth-and-nail,
law-of-the-jungle competition for sur-
vival is not compatible with belief in a
good and loving God. So you have to
choose between an empty, cold and
impersonal, amoral and meaningless
universe (science) or one ruled by a
loving Heavenly Father (religion). You
can’t have it both ways. A Christian
cannot be an evolutionist because they
are directly opposite viewpoints.

Religious people who accept modern
science say you can have a universe that
runs according to natural laws, includ-
ing the laws of genetics (evolution) and
still have God exist. You just have to say
that God made the universe to be the
way it is and to run according to the
laws of physics (and genetics). You just
can’t have God involved in miraculous
or supernatural ways in every physical
process or chemical reaction or every
cell division and reshuffling of DNA. If
you accept the way modern science
goes about its business, you have to
leave God out of your attempts to
explain how things work, since science
considers only natural, predictable
process and explains things without
recourse to supernatural factors.

This does not mean, however, that
God and the scientific explanation of
the universe cannot coexist. God can
still be the cause for the whole universe
existing. Saying the universe (includ-
ing animal life) operates by natural

laws does not explain why the universe
exists in the first place. There is no log-
ical reason why anything should exist.
It could just as easily have been that no
physical universe would have existed.
So God can still stand behind “life, the
universe and everything” (to use
Douglas Adams’ phrase) as the cause
of it all, and science will never be able
to dispute it (or prove it), since science
only can deal with the world of matter
and energy and not with a God who is
neither but caused the universe to
come into existence.

Next month: More on problems the
modern scientific world view poses for
religious people.

The Rev. William G. Gartig will answer
your questions about the Bible,

Episcopal life and other religious sub-
jects. Send questions to 2146

Cameron Ave. Apt. 5, Cincinnati, OH
45212-3631 or at gartigwg@episcopal-

dso.zzn.com.
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See page 18 for more about evolution and intelligent design


